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lgeria’s history over the past two centuries is marked with more periods of
violence than peace. Beginning with
the French takeover in the 1830s and continuing through the sectarian fighting of the 1990s,
Algeria’s landscape has been tainted by battle.
According to The Economist, al-Qaeda and the
shell of the insurgency from the 1990s joined
together to form the al-Qaeda Organization in
the Islamic Maghreb.1
That terrorist organization has been carrying out attacks in the capital of Algiers through
suicide bombings and roadside bombs. The
most recent strike was on 11 December 2007,
when two car bombs exploded near the United
Nations Development Programme and Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees buildings. According to the New York
Times, 37 people were killed, including 17 UNDP
employees.2 Steven Olejas, a well-known and
highly respected member of the mine-action
community, was among the casualties (see his
obituary on page 86 of this issue). Algeria’s
security forces are fighting back and reporting
successes. Despite a grim past and difficulties
today, Algeria is taking strides to move into a
new era of peace by removing its landmine and
unexploded ordnance contamination.

obligations of the Convention. In a series of 12
landmine-destruction events, Algeria’s landmine stockpile was destroyed in time to meet
its goal of completing the destruction before the
opening of the Sixth Meeting of States Parties
in 2005 and ahead of the Convention’s April
2006 deadline.3 The ceremony to mark the event
was well-attended. The President, Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Minister of Employment
and Solidarity, Minister of War Veterans,
Minister of Local Communities, Minister of
Defense, Chief of Armed Forces, President of
the Parliament’s Defense Committee and the
President of the Interministerial Committee on
the Implementation of the Mine Ban Treaty all
attended to show their support.6 The President
of Algeria “proclaimed his deep respect and
attachment to the Mine Ban Treaty.”7
Algeria’s deadline to make all mine-laden
areas safe is 30 March 2012. The Algerian Army
began concentrated mine-clearance efforts in
November 2004 with the help of the UNDP. The
Army estimates that about three million mines
remain, though the number was recently found
to be significantly higher when France shared
its information with Algeria: France admitted
that it placed 11 million mines along the borders of Tunisia and Morocco.

Scope of Landmine/UXO Problem
The combination of World War II, the
Algerian War of Independence and sectarian
fighting in the 1990s has led to the landmine
problems of today. During WWII the German
and Italian armies laid mines in the northern
coastal areas.3 There are still explosive remnants of war from the fighting in the North
African Campaign.
The French Colonial Army mined a
1,243-mile (2,000-kilometer) area known as
Challe et Morice during the Algerian War
of Independence. The Challe et Morice borders Morocco and Tunisia.3 The combined
area of contamination is estimated to be 22
square miles (57 square kilometers). A total of
3,064,180 anti-personnel mines line the two
borders as of 2004.4
In October of 2007, French Armed Forces
Chief General Jean-Louis Georgelin finally
handed over maps that detailed the extent
of contamination and exact locations of the
mines. The French government was in possession of the maps since the ceasefire in 1962.5

Casualties
According to the 2007 Landmine Monitor
Report, there were 58 casualties in 2006: 12
deaths and 46 injuries. The majority of the
casualties were caused by improvised explosive
devices. Only four casualties were caused by AP
mines, which is a decrease from the nine casualties in 2005.8
Since the remaining insurgent forces of the
revolution in the 1990s linked with al- Qaeda
in September 2007, there has been a significant increase in the number and scale of their
attacks.9 This amplification is evident in the
number of casualties reported in 2007: There
were 148 casualties from IEDs as of 12 July
2007.8

Ottawa Convention
As a member of the Ottawa Convention6
since signing in 1997, Algeria agreed to the

Victim Assistance
All citizens of Algeria are guaranteed free
access to government hospitals and medical centers, but free physical rehabilitation for
amputees is only available for those registered
in the national security system; many victims
of landmines are not registered.8 Mohamed
Adimi, the former Executive Secretary of the
Interministerial Committee of Mine Action,
explains that the Ministry of National Solidarity,
the Ministry of Former Fighters of the Algerian
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War of Independence (Mujahideen) and the
Ministry of Health share responsibility for the
victims of French-laid landmines. The Ministry
of National Solidarity offers access to medical
care, rehabilitation and reintegration services.10
The Ministry of Mujahideen has a few specialized centers to care for the victims of mines.
This Ministry also gives money to the handicapped victims. The Ministry of Health provides sanitary services for the victims.
Progress
UNDP–Algeria and the United Nations
Development Programme’s Bureau of Crisis
Prevention and Recovery are working together
to help communities affected by landmines.
The coordinated groups are responsible for
meeting the requirements of the Ottawa
Convention and leading the future of mine
action. Goals have been established to complete a mine-action study, create and implement a national mine-action strategy, create a
national mine-action database and establish a
mine-risk education program.11
See Endnotes, page 112
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he area of the world once home to the
Persian Empire has seen its fair share
of social and political turbulence.
In 1979, the western-supported ruler Shah
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi was overthrown
during the Iranian Revolution, and a conservative Islamic cleric named Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini came to power and formed an
Islamic republic. This system of government
still remains even after Khomeini’s passing in
1989, with Ali Khamenei succeeding him as
supreme leader of the country.
From 1980–1988, the Islamic Republic
fought a bloody war against Iraq and its leader,
Saddam Hussein. This is the reason for the majority of the landmine problems that Iran faces,
w ith the western and southwestern parts of the
county being contaminated since the conflict.1
Iran has not acceded to the Anti-personnel
Mine Ban Convention2 and is also not a party
to the Convention on Conventional Weapons. 3
The country’s officials say that if landmines
from their borders were completely removed,
then terrorists and narcotics traffickers would
have no problem getting into the country.1
The Landmine Problem
Landmines are most abundant in the
western and southwestern parts of the country, stretching from Abadan on the Persian
Gulf to the Turkish border some 600 kilometers (373 miles) north. Mine and unexploded ordnance contamination particularly
affects the provinces of Kurdistan, western
Azerbaijan, Khuzestan, Kermanshah and
Ilam. According to Iranian officials, during
the 1980–1988 conflict, Iraq laid approximately 12 to 16 million landmines in Iran,
which contaminated an area of over 42,000
square kilometers (16,216 square miles).1 These
mines, which reside close to the border, are
a hazard to refugees, pilgrims and nomads,
and also block access to agricultural land for
farmers and their families.
According to data from the Ministry of the
Interior, from 1988 to 2002 there were 6,765
mine casualties in Iran, including 2,840 people killed and 3,925 injured. In 2005, at least
109 new casualties were reported.1
Mine Action in Iran
National Mine Action Council. NMAC
was created in 2003 by the Iranian government and encompasses the interior, foreign
affairs, health and medical training ministries, provincial governors-general of the five
mine-affected border provinces, joint chief of

command for the armed forces,
Islamic Republic of Iran Mine
Action Center, national mine-action
nongovernmental organizations, and
demining units from the Iranian military.
NMAC is completely government-run and
chaired by the Minister of Defense. Its main
responsibilities include formulating policies
on mine action, instituting protocol for operational demining units and securing equipment and resources.1
Mine Action Center. The Islamic Republic
of Iran Mine Action Center was created by
NMAC in 2003 and stands as the executor of
NMAC’s policies and protocols. IRMAC plans
and coordinates all mine action in Iran and
all demining organizations must clear any actions with IRMAC before proceeding.1
UNDP. In 2002 the Iranian government
signed an agreement with the United Nations
Development Programme in order to help
support Iran in its endeavor to establish a
beneficial mine-action program. Not much
progress has been made however, considering
funds for projects that were submitted by Iran,
with help from the UNDP, have not been made
accessible yet.1
Demining and the Future
For 2006, the Iranian military reported the
clearance of 104.42 square kilometers (40.32
square miles), which included the elimination of 53,632 anti-personnel mines, 16,918
anti-vehicle mines and 43,444 items of UXO. 2
IRMAC reported that each hectare of land they
encountered was contaminated with about 50
to 120 landmines and 20 to 60 pieces of UXO,
all of which were destroyed when found. 2
IRMAC reported that between 2004 and
2005 around 528 square kilometers (203
square miles) were cleared with 52,383 antipersonnel mines, 37,522 anti-vehicle mines
and 1,478,508 pieces of UXO destroyed.1
Iran’s Defense Ministry has reportedly
cleared 27,000 hectares (104 square miles)
of land bordering Iraq, which was heavily
contaminated due to the Iraq-Iran conflict.
Regions like the Ilam province are covered
with landmines with about 250,000 hectares
(965 square miles) of land still contaminated.4
More demining has taken place around oil
development projects with commercial companies like MAI doing a fair amount of demining around oil, water and gas pipelines.1
In 2006, IRMAC reported that the new government had made mine action a top priority on
the agenda and prepared a Comprehensive Plan

for Clearance, which was submitted to President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad for approval.1
In 2005 a large step was undertaken as the
governments of Iran and Iraq both signed a
Memorandum of Understanding to remove
landmines from both sides of the Iran-Iraq
border remaining from the 1980–1988 conflict. The memorandum included the following provisions:
• Both countries to share documentation
and maps of contaminated areas;
• To create a bilateral committee to follow-up on demining activities;
• To have involvement of both countries
of national and international capacities
to implement clearance activities;
• To clear and open border crossing areas
between the two countries.1
By cooperating with Iraq, there seems to be a
good chance that Iran’s large quantity of mines,
UXO and ERW on the border between the two
countries may one day be neutralized.
See Endnotes, page 112
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